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Epiphany of the Lord

Our Lady of the Wayside Church
930 Portola Road • Portola Valley

We Believe

Pastor’s Corner
Dear Beloved Parishioners,

LOOKING BACK BEFORE MOVING FORWARD

The Christmas season continues with the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. The word Epiphany means the manifestation of
God. God manifests himself in the innocent of a newborn infant, in
his Son Jesus. Already we come to realize who the Christ child is
and what is to become of him. The three gifts of the magi reveal
this.

Before moving on to the new year, it’s good to look back and
review what happened in our lives in the past year, to learn from
our mistakes and prepare for the future. So here are a few areas
in 2017 to think about and celebrate before moving on:

The gift of gold reveals that Jesus is the King of kings. In word
and deed, Jesus will usher in a kingdom unlike any other kingdom.
It will be the kingdom of God. It will be a kingdom that is inclusive.
The poor and the rich, the young and the old, the sick and the suffering, sinners and the righteous are invited and will sit together at
the table of the Lord. We will be judge not by how much we have,
but by how much we have loved all of God's people.

What was your deepest spiritual experience?

The gift of frankincense reveals that the Christ child is the high
priest who will make the oblation of himself on the cross. The sacrifice one's life for another is the greatest example of love. Love is
measured in how much one is willing to suffer for others. Oh how
we are loved immensely, passionately and unconditionally.
The gift of myrrh reveals that Jesus will die. Though divine, Jesus is also human. He will die a human death. He will be buried.
Jesus will be wrapped in burial cloths scented with myrrh.
These are the gifts of the magi. Like them, we too bring the
Christ child gifts. What we offer more precious and valuable than
the gifts of the magi are the gifts of our heart, soul, and body. That
is all that the Christ child wants from us. There is no better gift
than ourselves. For we are his beloved. As we begin the New Year,
may we look for ways of giving ourselves to the Christ child.

What was your happiest experience this past year?

How were you selfless in your giving?
How did you make peace?
When were you selfish?
What was your saddest experience this past year?
What was the most beautiful?
What remains unfinished?
What was your greatest challenge?
Did you make any new friends this past year?
In our busy, fast moving lives, we don’t spend nearly enough time
reflecting on what is really happening in our lives, how it shapes
who we are, and how it effects our relationships with others and
with God. Before things get busy again, take the time! You’ll be
glad you did!
Happy New Year! Lucy

God bless, Fr. Paul

Mass Intentions
St. Denis

Our Lady Of The Wayside

Sat. Jan. 6
Sun. Jan 7
Mon. Jan. 8
Tue. Jan. 9
Wed. Jan. 10
Thurs. Jan.11
Fri. Jan 12

5:30pm
7:30am
9:30am
11:30am
8:00am
8:00 am
8:00 am
8:00 am
8:00 am

Loren Soronson (+)
For those who seek the Lord
For those who seek the Lord
For those who seek the Lord
For Newly Baptized
St. Denis Parishioners
Peace on Earth
Tom Foss (+)
For the end to poverty

Sat. Jan. 6 4:30am Deceased Members of OLW
Sun. Jan. 7 9:30am For those who seek the Lord

In your charity, please pray for...
Holly Hermansen, Pier Iglesias, Sandy Rock, Mila Wright, Rosa Sharif, Barbara Ham, John Hunter, Janet Sue Cox, Janice Varell
The List has been updated. Names will be removed monthly unless you let the office know. Thank you.

Faith Formation News

Spiritual Book Group

NO CLASSES DURING THE HOLIDAYS
There will be NO religious ed classes December 24 thru January
14. Our next classes will be Sunday, January 21.
CONFIRMATION RETREAT DAY
Saturday, January 20 at 10:00am to 5:30pm at Our Lady of the
Wayside, Portola Valley. All 7th and 8th graders are invited.
Bring a bag lunch, your journals and folders. We will be joining
the parish for Mass at 4:30pm and parents can join us then too!
C ontact Lucy at lsoltau@stdenisparish.org for more
information.

A new book for the New Year! On January 16 th, we’ll begin our
reading of The Meaning of Mary Magdalen by Cynthia Bourgeault.
In recent decades, biblical scholars have revised their view of this
saint who has for centuries been called “first among the apostles”.
Cynthia Bourgeault studies Mary Magdalen as one who grew in
spiritual love and became a teacher and healer. Spoiler alert for
Da Vinci Code readers! Bourgeault finds no basis for a secret
marriage between Jesus and Mary Magdalen. Come and see what
she does uncover. We meet on Tuesdays at 10:00 am at a private
home in Menlo Park. Please call Tereza McNamee at 650-323-6859
for further info. Books are available at Kepler’s in the Book Club
section. Be sure to ask for the
discount at the checkout.

SAVE THE DATE!! JUNE 25 THRU 29, 2018
MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP!! HONOLULU, HI
That’s right! We’re taking current 6th, 7th, and 8th graders on a 5
day mission trip to Hawaii.
The sponsoring organization is the Center for Ministry
Development www.cmdnet.org
We’ll be staying at a local retreat center and working on service
projects selected for us by the local diocese. The cost is $290 per
person (not including transportation). There will be an information meeting Sunday, January 21 at 10:30am
(between Masses) Til then, mark your calendars, check out the
website above or email me! Space is limited!

Senior Lunch
All seniors and their caregivers are welcome to join us
this Monday, January 8th at noon. We will have
Communion Service followed by lunch.
Please rsvp to Dede at
650 854-5976 press 4.

Need a Ride to Mass?
If you are in need of a ride to Mass, or if you can provide a
ride to a fellow parishioner, please call Maritza Longland
at 650 291-0657 or talk to any Ou treach Committee

Friendly Reminders
Bulletin & Announcements
The Deadline for bulletin inserts is
(The Tuesday Before Noon,) before the
weekend of publication. All mass
announcements are to be scripted &
okayed by Dede prior to masses.
Contact her at dedem@pacbell.net
NOTE: Announcements may not
appear until the next bulletin due to
space limitations. Thank You!

Stewardship
July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 (Goal)

$459,000.00

July 1, 2017 to November 30th, 2017

$146,850.04

Monthly Goal—November 2017

$36,000.00

November 2017 Sunday Offertory Collections $36,088.00

If you gave online through ParishPay, the work of transferring your
account to WeShare is done. Go to the parish website and click on
the WeShare online giving link. Follow the instructions to verify
your existing account. New to online Egiving? Follow the same
link to create a new account.

Christmas Giving Trees
Thanks to all for your wonderful generosity this Christmas Season. We delivered nearly 300
gifts to LifeMoves, Catholic Worker House, & Hoover Pre-School. Your Outreach Committee
is most appreciative.

Christmas Eve Family Mass

