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January 22nd, 2017

St. Denis Church (Parish Office)
2250 Avy Avenue • Menlo Park

3rd Sunday in ordinary time

Our Lady of the Wayside Church
930 Portola Road • Portola Valley

Thank You

Pastor’s Corner
Dear Beloved Parishioners,

Dear Parishioners,

Today's gospel passage is the call of the disciples Peter and his
brother Andrew and James and his brother John by Jesus. No
longer will they be fishermen. Their vocation, their call is to be
fishers of men and women. They were willing to leave all that
they knew, all that they were familiar with to embark upon a new
adventure, an uncertain future and face the unknown. They
would become the very first priests of the early Church.

What we call an end, the poet says, is often a beginning; what we
are is the answer that we are giving to the call of a future still in the
making.
Six and half years ago, as I was about to retire, Fr. Shaji invited me
to come to be in residence at OLW and while at the same time, to
help with the masses, some baptisms when I was asked to do and
some weddings. Thanks to Fr. Shaji, Fr. Paul and all of you, the past
six and a half years have been good, happy and grace filled years. I
hope that perhaps in some small way, I may have helped you to get
a little closer to Jesus. For personal reasons, I am moving on to be
in residence at Saint Peter’s Parish in San Francisco. Yes, I will continue to serve God and his people and to do my favorite hobby, travel. This year God willing, I hope to lead a pilgrimage to celebrate
the centennial of the Apparitions of the Blessed Virgin in Fatima on
the 13th of October.
The Thanksgiving mass and reception last Sunday was very emotional and at the same time very gratifying for the appreciation you
showed me. Your presence, words and best wishes touched me very
deeply. That goes also for those who could not be present at that
mass, but had said goodbye at all the other masses I celebrated the
previous Sundays.
Special thanks to all those who worked so hard in the preparation of
the food, decoration of the rectory and serving the lunch and cleaning the rectory alter the reception. The food was superb. Many people told me how much they enjoyed it. I will never forget how much
love and care you have shown me during the past six and a half
years of my residence at OLW- St. Denis.
I give thanks and glory to God for the privilege of serving you during the past seven years.
To all of you, thank you! You all have a special place in my heart!
Msgr. Jose

Unfortunately, priests do not grow on trees. We are all called
to pray for more priests and to pray for them. Do you pray for
your parish priest, the fairly young Irish guy? Also, do we encourage somewhat young men to consider the priesthood? I was told
that vocations to the priesthood come from the Church, from the
People of God. We do have a say about who may become priests.
My mother and my old Irish pastor, Msgr. Doherty, were instrumental in me becoming a priest.
The Church needs all of us to cultivate and support vocations to
the priesthood. Include in your daily prayers vocations then. Let
us pray that seminarians have the grace to heed Jesus' call to follow him and to share in his work as priests. When Pope John Paul
II was alive, he reminded us that the Lord would provide shepherds to the Church, but we still need to do our part. Continue to
pray, encourage and support those who labor in the Vineyard of
the Lord always.
God bless,
Fr. Paul

Mass Intentions
St. Denis
Sat. Jan 21
Sun. Jan 22

5:30 pm
7:30 am
9:30 am
11:30 am
Mon. Jan 23 8:00 am
Tues. Jan 24 8:00 am
Wed. Jan 25 8:00 am
Thurs Jan 26 8:00 am
Fri. Jan 27 8:00 am

Buenaventura Sambrano (+)
St. Denis Parishioners
Larry Lange (+)
Dennis Greenwood (+)
Respect for All Life
Deceased Members
Tom Foss (+)
For Political Leaders
St. Denis Parishioners

Our Lady Of The Wayside
Sat. Jan
Sun. Jan

21
22

4:30pm
9:30am

Deceased Members
Respect for All Life

In your charity, please pray for...
Ken Broome, Lillian Schulte, Janet Sue Cox, George Sutton, Rosa Sharif, Dean Babcock, Carol Armstrong, Stella Arde, Agnes Babcock, Bob Bark,
Louise Brent, Mike Carragee, Lily Chan, Lynn Cintron, Sandra Dailey, Gertrude DeZelaya, Bob Ellis, Amelia Elsbree, Michael Fil, Susan Fil, Ruben
Fuentez, Johnny Gentry, Lauren Goode, Michael Ho, Ryan Johnston, Maurice Kidd, Lisa Kitz, Matthew Lear, Phyllis Lucas, Luke Mars, Ann Martin,
Sheri Martin, Dorothy Meyers, Dennis Miller, Lorie Ortega, Robert Roger, Raymond Shaaf Sr., Kathy Schoendorf, Marie Scott, Dorothy Skala, Doug
Ury, Walter Weber, Bev Wheat, Mila Wright, William Yates, Ada Zilli, and William and Jean Zonner.

Religious Education

Tax Statements

FIRST COMMUNION CLASS WITH FR. PAUL (optional)
Fr. Paul’s next sessions with the First Communion class
will be
Monday, January 23 and 30 at 3:30pm in the parish library.
FIRST COMMUNION PARENT MEETING
There will be a short meeting with First Communion parents on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:30am in the church (right after
Mass)
We have your folders and home materials for the second
half of the year.
And it’s always good to check in with each other!
For more information about any of these events,
Please contact Lucy Soltau at lsoltau@stdenisparish.org

Spiritual Book Group
We step into the New Year with a new book, Julian’s Gospel:
Illuminating the Life and Revelations of Julian of Norwich
by Veronica Mary Rolf. Julian was a medieval mystic who
lived in turbulent times not unlike the world we have today.
Her visions of Christ inspired her to write about God’s unconditional love and the importance of resting in that Love. Veronica Rolf, an independent scholar, has reconstructed the historical times and Julian’s life to provide a more vivid understanding of these revelations. Where previously it was thought
that Julian was a nun, Rolf shows good evidence that she was a
merchant and a widow with children. The book is lively and
fun. Books are available at Kepler’s on the Book Club
shelf. Ask for the Book Club discount. We meet on Tuesdays
starting January 10th at 10:00 am at a private home. Please call
Tereza at 323-6859 for further info.

Parish Pay has sent out 2016 tax statements
to those of you who use it. The parish
office is in the process of creating tax
statements for families that have given more
than $500.00. If you have given less and
would still like a copy please email Gina
Morales at gmorales@stdenisparish.org
Wedding Anniversary Celebration
On Saturday February 4th 2017, at 10:00am
there will be a mass and reception at St. Mary’s
of the Assumption Cathedral in SF. If you and
your spouse are celebrating a 5,10,15… or over
40 years in 2017 you are invited to celebrate
your anniversary with Bishop Emeritus Carlos
Sevilla, S.J. Registration required by Jan 27, 2017
www.anniversarymass.info or call 415 614-5680.
Friendly Reminders
Bulletin & Announcements.
This is a busy time of year with a lot going on so here are a couple of
reminders:
The deadline for bulletin inserts is the Tuesday (before noon)
Before the weekend of publication.
All mass announcements are to be scripted and okayed by Dede
Prior to the masses. Contact her at dedewm@pacbell.net

Advent Office Hours
Due to our heavy workload caused by the end of the year and a new payroll
system our office hours are 9:30am to 2:00pm Monday thru Friday. Please
call if you are planning on coming in during lunch time as we may be on
break.

Stewardship
July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017 (Goal)

$450,000.00

July 1, 2016 to December 31, 2016

$227,568.98

Monthly Goal– December, 2016

$36,000.00

December Sunday Collections

$35,095.00

Christmas Collections

$53,911.00

Parish Pictorial Directory
2017 St. Denis/Our Lady of the Wayside Parish Directory
Please join us in having a picture of you, your family
and even your pets in our parish directory!
All participating parishioners will receive a FREE directory & an 8X10 color portrait.
Our 2017 Parish Directory won’t be complete without you!
Please sign up today!
Pictures will be taken on Feb 15, 16, 17,18,24 & 25 at St. Denis Parish Hall.
To schedule your appointment, go to the parish website www.stdenisparish.org
and click on the New Parish Pictorial Directory link on the homepage.
For further information please contact Josephine Dorval at (650)506-6571

Msgr. Jose Rodriguez’s Farewell Mass & Reception

