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MassTimes
St. Denis Church
Saturday: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:30 am
Monday-Friday: 8:00 am
Our Lady of the Wayside Church
Saturday: 4:30 pm (Vigil)
Sunday: 9:30 am

Confession Times
Saturday: 4:00 pm, Our Lady of the Wayside
Saturday: 5:00 pm, St. Denis

Office Hours
M-F, 9:00 am—2:00 pm

THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 5TH IN
OBSERVANCE OF LABOR DAY

(650) 854-5976
www.stdenisparish.org

September 4th, 2016

St. Denis Church (Parish Office)
2250 Avy Avenue • Menlo Park

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Our Lady of the Wayside Church
930 Portola Road • Portola Valley

What We Believe

1 Corner
Pastor’s
Dear Beloved Parishioners,

WHO KNOWS WHAT GOD IS THINKING?

They were amazed. They were filled with anticipation. They were thinking what was he going to do
next. They wanted to know. They wanted to see with
their very eyes. They have never heard or seen anyone
say or do what he did. And so they traveled with Jesus
from town to town, from village to village.

Sometimes I just can’t figure out what God is asking
me!
There are contradictions and confusing sayings.
Which things are suggestions and which are commandments? Are my decisions really guided by the Holy
Spirit, or am I just winging it?

Like today’s gospel
Jesus was not the kind of person who needed adula- – am I really supposed to hate my family in order to
become a disciple?!
tion. He was not the kind of person who needed a vast What cross am I supposed to be carrying?
crowd to follow him. What Jesus wanted was for peo- Soooo many questions!

ple to believe in him with all their hearts. Jesus presents a challenge to the vast crowd who are amused by
him. He commands that those who want to follow
him, to truly believe in him, must take up their cross
and be willing to give up everything, even family.
This is the way of Jesus. This is how one is to live
one's life as a disciple of Jesus. There is no other way.
Jesus' call to follow him, as we have heard, is not for
the faint of heart. It requires commitment and inner
strength from us. God, though, gives us the grace to
live the life of a disciple. No one but Jesus can give us
everlasting life. No one but Jesus can give us the
peace that we desire. No one but Jesus can free us
from sin and death. May we heed the call of Jesus to
follow and be with him as his faithful disciple.

Discipleship isn’t supposed to be easy.
Doing the right thing can take a lot of courage.
Setting priorities that are in line with God’s priorities
takes a lot of work.
As we grow closer to God and spend more time in conversation with God, the answers become clearer and, as
Jesus says, the burden becomes lighter.
But I also know that as soon as I think I have it all figured out, more questions will come! I pray that God
gives me the gifts I need to face whatever cross comes
my way.
Yours in the Lord, Lucy

Mass Intentions
St. Denis
Sat Sept 03
Sun. Sept 04
Mon. Sept 05

5:30 pm
7:30 am
9:30 am
11:30 am
8:00 am

Tues. Sept 06
Wed. Sept 07
Thurs. Sept 08
Fri. Sept 09

8:00 am
8:00 am
8:00 am
8:00 am

Jim Cusack (+)
In Gratitude
St. Denis Parishioners
Fair Wages
Increase in Religious
Vocations
Special Intentions
World Peace
Irene Goodwin (+)
Deceased Members

Our Lady Of The Wayside Church
Sat. Sept 03

4:30 pm World Peace

Sun. Sept 04

9:30 am For Fair Wages

In your charity, please pray for...
George Sutton,Rosa Sharif, Dean Babcock, Carol Armstrong, Stella Arde, Agnes Babcock, Bob Bark, Louise Brent, Mike Carragee, Lily Chan, Lynn
Cintron, Sandra Dailey, Gertrude DeZelaya, Bob Ellis, Amelia Elsbree, Michael Fil, Susan Fil, Ruben Fuentez, Johnny Gentry, Lauren Goode, Michael
Ho, Ryan Johnston, Maurice Kidd, Lisa Kitz, Matthew Lear, Phyllis Lucas, Luke Mars, Ann Martin, Sheri Martin, Dorothy Meyers, Dennis Miller,
Lorraine O'Connor, Lorie Ortega, Robert Roger, Raymond Shaaf Sr., Kathy Schoendorf, Marie Scott, Dorothy Skala, Doug Ury, Walter Weber, Bev
Wheat, Mila Wright, William Yates, Ada Zilli, and William and Jean Zonner. NAMES WILL REMAIN ON THE LIST FOR A MONTH UNLESS
OTHERWISE NOTIFIED.

Religious Education

Outdoor Mass And Breakfast

RELIGIOUS ED CLASSES

OUTDOOR MASS AND PANCAKE BREAKFAST
ALL classes will begin again on Sunday, September 25.
Join us in the garden behind St. Denis Church on Sunday,
Our complete calendar and registration are now available
on our parish websiteRegister all your school aged children September 18 at 9:30am
anytime. Fees can be paid using ParishPay.
For Mass and a pancake breakfast. Everyone is invited!
PreK thru 4th grades Sundays at 9:30am (join the Mass
about 10:00am)
5th/6th grades
th

Sundays at 10:30-11:30am

th

7 /8 grades
Selected Sundays at 5:30pm
(includes Mass, dinner, class)
Check the parish website at www.stdenisparish.org for
more details or contact Lucy at lsoltau@stdenisparish.org

We’ll be introducing and blessing our catechist for the
year too.
If you’d like to help, contact Lucy at
lsoltau@stdenisparish.org

Would You Like To Be Confirmed?

If you are a teenager, grade 8 or older, and would
like to prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation,
please contact Lucy any time before September 18
ASK A CATECHIST…..
to set up an appointment. We’ll go over the require“I learn more by teaching than by taking classes…”
ments, schedules and answer any questions you
“these kids ask the most interesting questions….”
may have. Contact Lucy at
“I understand the Gospel better because we talk about it…” lsoltau@stdenisparish.org or find me at the coffee
and donuts after 9:30 Mass!
“it’s nice to have a group to pray with….”
These are just a few things catechists tell me about why
they love being a catechist.
You can ask them yourself: Dede Waters-Masters,
Maritza Longland, Michelle Donatelli, Giannina Yu,
Josephine Dorval, Erika Lee, Yolanda Cheung, Catalina Vial and Mark Leake are a few of our very devoted
catechists!
You can try it yourself! Start by volunteering in your own
child’s class.
We provide the children and the materials, you supply the
time and faith.

Senior Lunch
The summer may be winding up, but our Senior
Lunches are beginning. The first one will be Tuesday, September 13 at noon. All seniors are welcome and so are their caregivers. We have people
attending from ages 50-100, so please join us. RSVP
to Dede by calling 854-5976, Press 4 or emailing
dedewm@pacbell.net

We’ll have an information meeting for ALL catechists on
Sunday, September 11 after the 9:30am Mass.
Contact Lucy for more information at
lsoltau@stdenisparish.org

Stewardship
July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017 (Goal)

$450,000.00

Fr. Lawrence Kithinji would like to thank all of

July 1, 2016 to July 31, 2016

$38,918.67

you for your generous donation of $4,328.50

Monthly Goal-July 2016

$45,000.00

for the Mission of Meru.

July Sunday Collections

$38,938.67

Spiritual Book Group
Have you ever thought of being One with God as the starting point of your spiritual journey?
Contemporary theologians remind us that we are already one with God, but we may not be
aware of it. Our book group has been delving into Cynthia Bourgeault’s Wisdom Jesus:
Transforming Heart and Mind –a New Perspective on Christ and His Message. She shows
us how the gospel stories support our being open and receiving Divine Love, and sharing this
gift with the world. Please join us, all are welcome. Call Tereza McNamee, 323-6859 for further info. We meet on Tuesdays at 10:00 am at the home of a parishioner.
Father Richard Rohr, O.F.M. offers daily meditations through his website, Center for Action
and Contemplation. https://cac.org/category/daily-meditations/ The meditations are often excerpts from his books arranged around a theme for the week. If you sign up (at no charge),
you can receive a daily email containing the meditation. Father Rohr also offers online courses in Spirituality at affordable rates. He is internationally known for his teaching.

An Approach To Natural Healing
Parishioner Connie Vincent will speak on healthy eating as a preventative for many common
diseases including cancer. Many of you attended her presentation on Alzheimer’s last year,
so you know she is a good and informative speaker. This talk will take place on Saturday,
September 24th, with coffee and snacks at 9:30am, and the talk beginning at 10:00am.
Anyone who is interested in this topic is invited to attend. Hope to see you there!

A Word Of Thanks
The family of Rev. George Thomas would like to thank you very much for the cards, flowers,
and kind expressions of sympathy shown following his sad passing. And wish to gratefully
acknowledge Our Lady of The Wayside Church for hosting the funeral reception. Your support at this difficult time is very much appreciated and of great comfort to all of the family.

